9" December 2014
|l téds that ti.mle of year again

Webve just cycled down to West Bteglightso . thaadwerk t h e
carols, mulled wine and mince pies (free) and Santa Claus was there cmpigddtortrailer blasting out
AChristmaso songs and cl ouds of bubbl es . . . I
were mewing overhead as the sun set over the calm dewas a very tranquil wintry scene . . .

That, and a link [ttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fCNvZa{#&) ) uploaded to Facebook by Clare, made

me think of all our dear ones and to wondemwsakher
Anyway, I always | ook forward to hearing everyor
about trying to remember what wedve been up to

We had a quiet winter and then kicked off spring with a narrowbomtayoh the Midlands, near Chester with
dear friends on their timghare narrowoat

Jerry (poised!) Moi (in action!)

You might well think that March was a little early for a holiday of this typewe had a great time. The
weather was mostly dry and Jane & Jerry are experts at negotiating narrow bends, mooring up in awkward
places and operating Ioc

nonchalance . . .
We saw plenty of wildife - most prominently coming to mind is the yellow wagtail near one lock. We
enjoyed good food, wine and company. We also cleverly used the only wet day to explore Chester itself w
was a Good Plan! and also very interesting . . . .

Phi | roguétseason began in the spring and has been a really good. diath from the point of view of
the weather (in 2012 he only managed to play 4 t
always satisfying to win some difficult ntdtes and he has been doing that quite a lot. He tells me his handica
has gone up from 24 to 16, whatever that means . . .

At the beginning of May | completed another week of walking on the SW coast path (from Plymouth to
Brixham) with Penny and Alison.The weather was a little chilly but mostly dry and we thoroughly enjoyed
the spectacular scenery, the birds and the wild flowers. It was definitely the year of the Sterthelgat
seemed to accompany us all the way, usually perching up on a hggbftgerse and making their curious
tapping call. The orchids were not quite as numerous as in the past but made up for their scarcity by beinc
extraordinarily large and exuberant


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fCNvZqpa-7Q

First spider orchid Ilove seen for

Then we had the thrillfd?hoebe and her family paying this side of the globe a visit. They were here for neal
four weeks and managed to pack in quite a bit. We had anleagend in London with them at the start of
their visit when we took the children to see the Changfrtbe Guard and various other touristy London sights.
A lot of time was spent chasing Micah around grassy parkd nearlytwo he was full of energy and nothing

~

than to run awayo land be founc

pl eased him more
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A week or so later the whole family gathered at a holltayse near Bradford on Avon for 5 days of walks,
sightseeing, meals and general bonding. It all went by too fast !

And then at the end of their time they had a long weekend in Dorset and we managed to get a couple of
Phoebeds <{riendstee fa thehdayowlith their offspring. It is amazing how many small children

~ Joanna & Elisabeth,
Phoebe, Polly & Micah,
Kate with William & Freddie

: | . Ly
Polly Micah Phoebe Polly Holmeses complete
Clare & Luke celebrated their joint #@irthdays in Junavith a party for friends and family at a local scout hut

. there was a band, lots of yummy food and plenty of drink. The children chased about in the small gras
area outside and everyone enjoyed the occasion




Xanderlnhlsgreagrandfatheros party smock Mi |

After this we had a short break in E Sussex bef
niece)in Brittany. Another wonderful occasion for friends and extended family. Especially poignant as the
actually live in Sydney, Australia so we dono6t

and most of wusampianyeedd wherae jtoHhdrye iwas a super po
cabins as and when we wished

Veroni que

Assorted chdren Wlth the brlde & groom Marc brlngs a subtle touch of Australia

We squeezed in a visit to my cousin Frances at her Brittamholgtafter this .

sun, boats, sand, walks, wonderful food and wine, superb companty a t 0s
not to like ?

Nice pic of Frances outside her house




The rest of the summer was a little flat after all,thig as the weather was pretty good, it was a good one to
spend at home and receive visitors. | managed to swiminthe sehnea every day é i
my bike and I love It

. more sunshine

.

navigating the Fleet . . . Portlad Lighthouse

Xer and Sparky. . . the Dorset juntg !

We did escape the sunny southwest for one brief scamper up to Northumberland to stay with kind friends tt
and appreciate the wide skies and glorious moorland.

Some walk faster than others ... Northumberland views

We even spent aag over the border just before the referendum the place wasof courseplastered with
YESand ND posters and people seemed a little jittery at the prospect of leaving the Union. One of the
pleasures of having more time to travel aroundthecoyns i de i s t o take a route
webve found some gorgeous corners of countrysi de
of us had ever visited and found the cathedral and its surroundings spectacular and welevdivérgion.



